
A guide from

What to ask when deciding to bring a pet home.

What kind of animal do you want to have join your family? Why? 

How big does this animal get and how much space does this animal need?  

What does this animal eat and how much?  How does it get its water and how much does it need?

How much exercise does this animal need?  What kind of exercise?

What kind of shelter or home does this animal need, inside or outside your home?  How big does it need to be? 

How long does this animal live? Can you take care of this animal for its whole life? 

Is the animal nocturnal (meaning it sleeps during the day and is awake at night, or is it diurnal (meaning it is awake during

the day and asleep at night)? 

Is this animal domesticated or exotic? 

Is this animal legal to own where you live? 

Some animals come from places, like breeders or are found in the pet trade, where people don’t take very good care of 

their animals. How can you make sure that you get your pet from a place that takes really good care of their animals? 

https://denverzoo.org/virtual-classroom/animal-demos/

