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SECURE A 
BETTER WORLD 
FOR ANIMALS 
THROUGH HUMAN 
UNDERSTANDING
P R O T E C T  •  H O N O R  •  I N N O V A T E  •  E N G A G E  •  E M P O W E R  •  S E R V E

D E N V E R  Z O O  M I S S I O N
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Louis L. Clinton III 

Chairman 

Shannon Block 

Denver Zoo President/CEO

DO YOUR 
BEST TO 

PROTECT 
WHAT YOU 

LOVE

Dear Denver Zoo Supporter: 

In our 120 year history, Denver Zoo has meant so much to so many. To our guests, it has been a special place to 

explore, learn and make memories. Since our founding in 1896, the Zoo has not only enriched visitors’ lives, but it 

has also been a home to thousands of animals. Today, more than 4,000 animals call Denver Zoo home. Through 

outstanding enrichment, nutrition and veterinary medicine, our staff provides devoted care to our residents—

animals who have really become family members to us all. 

Denver Zoo's conservation efforts span the globe and our impact touches far beyond our campus. From Botswana 

to Peru, the Rocky Mountains to Vietnam, we passionately commit our expertise and resources to saving animals 

worldwide. The Zoo’s Department of Conservation & Research works with communities, local governments and 

various non-governmental organizations to develop innovative solutions to conservation issues around the world. 

This year, we celebrated 20 incredible years of field work in Mongolia alone and have no plans of slowing down 

such efforts. Rather, we plan to proudly build upon the 600 projects in 62 countries we’ve participated in since 1996.  

Our mission is clear: to secure a better world for animals through human understanding. Strengthening the 

public’s understanding of the important role accredited zoos play in animal welfare, science education and 

species and habitat conservation is paramount in moving forward with our mission. Denver Zoo strives to inspire 

a love of science-learning and to educate our more than two million annual visitors about the issues surrounding 

animal conservation. According to national studies conducted by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), 

visits to accredited zoos and aquariums prompt people to reconsider their role in environmental problems and 

conservation action, a critical step for saving the world’s animals. 

Simply put, you do your best to protect what you love. We love all of our animal residents at Denver Zoo and strive 

to inspire millions of visitors to care about protecting species around the globe. 

The past 120 years have been truly inspiring and have lit the path to doing even more in the century ahead. Now, 

we continue with our commitment to excellence. Here’s to the many years ahead for Denver Zoo. Thank you for 

joining us on the journey. 

Sincerely,
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"THE EDGE" CONTINUES ZOO’S INNOVATIVE USE OF ROTATIONAL EXHIBITRY

By the end of 2016, construction was nearly complete on The 

Edge, a new exhibit that brings guests closer than ever to the 

Zoo’s Amur tigers. In addition to offering the 450-pound cats an 

expansive new space, The Edge continued the Zoo’s evolution 

toward rotational exhibitry and flexible habitats.

This evolution began in 2004 with the opening of Benson 

Predator Ridge. Improving upon the industry-standard model 

for housing animals with a static yard and holding, or “night 

quarters,” designers created three yards for three species to 

rotate through on a daily basis, and a very flexible holding 

building. This provides a wealth of enrichment and a step 

forward in animal care for the exhibit’s lions, spotted hyenas and 

African wild dogs, allowing them to explore different yards and 

smell the animals that walked there just moments before.

 This philosophy was expanded with Toyota Elephant Passage in 

2012. Now the Zoo’s Asian elephants, greater one-horned rhinos 

and Malayan tapirs walk through two miles of trails and swim 

in more than one million gallons of aquatic habitat across five 

interconnected yards included in their 10-acre exhibit. 

ANIMAL CARE
We provide the highest standard of progressive animal care and continuously  
seek to innovate and improve.

In both cases, guests' experience is enhanced as a different 

animal could inhabit the same yard during one visit. 

The Edge sits on almost a full acre of the Zoo’s campus with 

yards that can be altered to leverage the most amount of space 

possible for the animals. The yard provides different sights and 

pathways for the tigers, as well as management options for 

zookeepers, such as providing a new mother more room for 

her cubs. This adds to the already dynamic environment where 

visitors can connect with these magnificent creatures, safely 

watching them stalk, climb and perch in places close enough 

that guests are able to smell their breath.

Denver Zoo is 
home to more 

than 4,000 
animals, many 

of which are 
endangered 

or threatened.

The Edge was made possible by $2.2 
million in Better Denver Bond funding 
from the City and County of Denver.

Long time Denver Zoo staff member Mary Jo 

Willis was awarded the Plume Award from  

the AZA Avian Scientific Advisory Group for  

long-term propagation of cinereous vultures.
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SAYING GOODBYE: BELOVED 30-YEAR 
RESIDENT DOLLY PASSES AWAY

Dolly, Denver Zoo's cherished, female Asian elephant, 

passed away on September 2, 2016. Zookeepers had 

been monitoring her quality-of-life with hospice-style care 

during her last weeks of life as she had shown a significant 

decline in health, partially due to her old age. Born in 

the wild, Dolly’s exact age was unknown. At the time of 

her passing, she was believed to be at least 52-years-old, 

making her the 10th oldest elephant in a North American 

zoo accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

(AZA). She was a Denver Zoo resident for the better part of 

30 years, arriving in 1986 and leaving only for a year in an 

attempt to breed at another zoo. Her caretakers remember 

her as one of the “sweetest and most trusting” animals who 

was always “young at heart.”
9

ELEPHANT INTRODUCTIONS

Denver Zoo’s male Asian elephants—Groucho, Bodhi and Billy—are now spending time in the 

same yards at the Zoo’s Toyota Elephant Passage exhibit. Denver Zoo is one of a small number of 

institutions in North America to accomplish placing unrelated males in shared spaces.

Traditionally, bulls are thought to be social with other elephants only when they are young or 

interested in breeding. In zoos, older bulls are usually separated due to the potential for aggression. 

Experts do know, however, that some bulls in the wild will form loose associations after they leave 

their maternal herds. Denver Zoo’s animal care team, in their pursuit to provide the greatest care 

to their animals, took this behavioral knowledge and began applying it to provide a better social 

experience for their bulls once they reached the appropriate age.

In 2016, zookeepers began careful introductions behind the scenes with 8-year-old Billy and 

12-year-old Bodhi. In early 2017, 46-year-old Groucho was introduced to them as well. When 

Denver Zoo designed Toyota Elephant Passage, it was with the intention of being able to manage 

multiple male elephants and provide them social interaction, as they showed interest. 

Each of the bulls bring their own personality but they cohabitate well. While they won’t be together 

full-time, this is a significant step and Zoo staff believe the trio will benefit socially from these 

interactions and that Groucho may teach Bodhi and Billy some adult behaviors.

TUSK CAPS: DENVER ZOO PIONEERING  
NEW TECHNIQUES 

When our youngest Asian elephant, Billy, broke his left tusk 

during horseplay in April, staff veterinarian Betsy Stringer 

helped devise an innovative solution to fix it. The very common 

elephant injury, similar to a cracked tooth in humans, is often 

treated with metal caps to avoid infection. Unfortunately, these 

caps are heavy and potentially distracting to a young elephant. 

Instead, Stringer developed a fiberglass and Kevlar cap with the 

assistance of a local aerospace engineer. The cap is lightweight, 

matches the color of Billy’s trunk and is even conducive to X-Rays 

to check on his tusk growth. Other zoos have since inquired for 

tips about this innovative animal care idea.

INNOVATIONS 
IN ELEPHANT 
MANAGEMENT

Denver Zoo is one of only a 
handful of accredited zoos that 
have successfully integrated 
unrelated male elephants. 
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RED PANDA BABIES

Resident Denver Zoo red pandas, Faith and Hamlet, welcomed 

the birth of two female cubs, Lali and Masu. This is both parent’s 

first litter. The two were brought to Denver Zoo in 2015 under 

a breeding recommendation by the AZA’s SSP. Red pandas 

are native to Asia. As their name suggests, the pandas are red 

and have off-white markings, large puffy tails and pointed 

ears. Red pandas, like giant pandas, have very specialized diet 

requirements and eat a large amount of bamboo. 

BACHELOR LION PRIDE

Denver Zoo welcomed four, male, one-year-old African lion cubs 

in 2016. Their African-based names are Kito, which means jewel; 

Bahati, which means lucky; Usiku, which means night; and Jasiri, 

which means adventurous. The cubs, weighing more than 200 

pounds each, came to Denver through the Association of Zoos 

and Aquariums (AZA) Lion Species Survival Plan (SSP). The male 

cubs were beginning to be pushed out by their father at Lee 

Richardson Zoo, a natural occurrence that is common in prides as 

males start to reach sexual maturity. The cubs are grandchildren 

of past Denver Zoo pride members and guest favorites, Krueger 

and Baby.  

SUMATRAN ORANGUTAN

Denver Zoo was thrilled to welcome the arrival of an 8-year-old, 

female Sumatran orangutan, Eirina. She arrived from Germany’s 

Zoo Dortmund under a recommendation of the AZA’s SSP. 

Orangutan means “person of the forest” in the Malay language 

and the species is among the closest relatives to humans. 

Sumatran orangutans are classified as “critically endangered” by 

the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

with a wild population estimated at 14,600 individuals. Only 

found on the island of Sumatra in Indonesia, their survival is 

seriously threatened by habitat loss stemming from logging, 

mining, forest fires and timber clearing for agriculture, including 

palm oil plantations and human settlements.

BLACK RHINO ARRIVAL

Denver Zoo welcomed a 22-year-old, male, black rhinoceros, named Rudy, from Oklahoma City Zoo 

in 2016. The black rhino is critically endangered. According to the IUCN, there were an estimated 

100,000 individuals in 1960. Today, there are less than 5,000 individuals, through some black rhinos 

are slowly making a comeback in well-protected areas. Many black rhino populations have been 

decimated as poaching actively focused on their horns has dramatically increased in recent years. 

The species is also threatened by habitat loss. 

GORILLA BABY

Denver Zoo staff and guests celebrated the birth of Western lowland gorilla, Whimsie Adepa. 

This species is considered critically endangered by the IUCN with a wild population estimated at 

112,000 individuals. Their greatest threats come from habitat loss due to logging and agriculture. 

Recently, the hunting of primates for the growing bush meat trade has further threatened their 

survival. Western lowland gorillas live in the lowlands, swamps and forests of western central Africa.

DENVER ZOO:  
SAVING SPECIES DAILY

198 animals were born 
at Denver Zoo in 2016, 
representing 35 species.
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CONSERVATION AWARD WINNER

Since 1997, the Zoo has presented its annual Conservation 

Award to an individual who has made a significant contribution 

to wildlife conservation for at least 10 years, but remains largely 

unrecognized for their work. This year, Denver Zoo presented its 

Conservation Award to Dr. Amgalanbaatar Sukh, the Director of 

Mongolia’s Ikh Nart Nature Reserve.  Dr. Amgaa, as he prefers 

to be called, has been a partner of the Zoo’s longest-standing 

conservation project for the past 19 years, helping place the first-

ever radio telemetry collar on an argali sheep in 2000. Since then, 

he has significantly advanced wildlife research and program 

management, from gathering data on local wildlife to creating 

and fostering productive relationships with universities and other 

organizations throughout the country.

SOUTH PLATTE RIVER CLEANUP

Much closer to home, two zookeepers, Mike Kainuma and Gabe 

Kibe, coordinated a series of river cleanups along the South 

Platte River to conserve habitats for local species of fish, deer and 

waterfowl. These four cleanups were linked to the Zoo’s traveling 

exhibit “Washed Ashore, Art to Save the Sea,” presented by 

CH2M, which featured more than 15 giant sculptures of marine 

life, made almost entirely from trash collected from beaches. 

More than 100 volunteers from Denver Zoo and CH2M dredged 

up countless plastic bags, bottles, cans and even furniture in 

order to clean up the waterway and give back to the community.

CONSERVATION
We commit to saving wild animals and wild places though research, sustainable 
practices and engagement with local communities.

Each year 
Denver Zoo 

invests more 
than$2 

million in 
conservation 
and research 

initiatives, 
helping to 
save wild 

animals and 
wild places. 

Denver Zoo is the only 
institution in the northern 
hemisphere to house the 
critically endangered Lake 
Titicaca frog.
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MONGOLIAN VULTURE STUDY

Denver Zoo made interesting new findings this year about the 

migration patterns of Mongolia’s cinereous vultures. Using cell 

phone “frequency” transmitters, conservation biologists have 

discovered that while adult vultures travel in or around the 

country, juvenile vultures will journey as far as South Korea or 

China. This is believed to be due to the fact that while juveniles 

have to fly farther to find food and resources, adults have 

established territories within Mongolia. Zoo staff hopes to use 

this knowledge to manage bird populations around Ikh Nart and 

continue to build awareness and appreciation for the vultures 

among the local residents.

CONSERVATION
PROJECTS

Since 1996, Denver Zoo has participated in more 
than 600 conservation projects in 60 countries.

Denver Zoo was once 

again accredited with 

ISO 14001 and OHSAS 

18001 certifications. Both 

prestigious certifications 

commit the Zoo to the 

utmost level of  

sustainable practices  

and health and safety.

MONGOLIA
Conservation project focus: cinereous 
vulture, argali sheep, Siberian ibex, 
Mongolian gazelle, goitered gazelle

ROCKY MOUNTAIN/
GREAT PLAINS
Conservation project focus: bison, 
North American pika

BOTSWANA
Conservation project focus: multiple 
vulture species, African wild dog, lion

PERU
Conservation project focus: 
Lake Titicaca frog

VIETNAM
Conservation project focus: 
Tonkin snub-nosed monkey
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EDUCATION
We bring science education alive; sparking curiosity in,  
and creating connections with, animals and nature.

"WASHED ASHORE" EXHIBIT LEADS TO ACTION BY GUESTS 

Denver Zoo welcomed the traveling exhibit Washed Ashore: Art to Save the Sea, an exhibit showing 

15 large-scale marine life sculptures made entirely out of trash from the ocean, collected by artist 

Angela Haseltine Pozzi and a team of volunteers. Washed Ashore was brought to Denver Zoo with 

sponsorship support from CH2M.

The sculptures of Washed Ashore are beautiful and intricate, but also carry a powerful message: 

single-use plastic is often improperly disposed of and ends up polluting our waterways and oceans. 

Even here in Colorado, our actions can have an impact—we’re connected to the coasts by rivers 

and streams, which our pollution can easily flow down. Denver Zoo staff, volunteers, community 

partners, and sponsor CH2M organized four river clean-ups on local waterways to highlight  

this point. 

The Zoo also learned from a local teacher that the exhibit directly influenced her school. She, her 

fellow teachers, and five classes of 5th graders attended the Washed Ashore exhibit as the kick-

off of their earth science unit, which targeted how humans affect our environment. Their final 

project (inspired by Washed Ashore) was to choose environments or animals in Colorado and 

create sculptures that depict them. Additionally, at the Zoo’s annual Scout Night, young troops 

collaborated to make their own sculptures for a recycled art challenge.

Denver Zoo’s Conservation & Research Department 

celebrated 20 years in 2016, marking two decades of 

commitment to impactful field conservation around  

the globe. Nearly 600,000 guests visited  
Denver Zoo during the summer of 

2016 to experience "Washed Ashore."
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Denver Zoo 
provides free 
access for 
more than 
350,000 
guests each 
year, assuring 
access to 
explore the 
wonder of 
nature for all.

STEM PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS  
ZOO FIELDWORK

Denver Zoo partnered with St. Vrain Valley Schools to design and 

build a Remote Operated Vehicle (ROV) to assist with the Zoo’s 

Peru-based fieldwork to save the critically-endangered Lake 

Titicaca frog. 

Supported by education, science and engineering staff from the 

St. Vrain Innovation Center and Denver Zoo, the students solved 

the problem of not being able to safely dive deep enough in 

Lake Titicaca to capture images and information about the frogs. 

Students had the opportunity to work alongside real engineers 

to build this robot, evaluating challenges in real-time and 

addressing how to make the ROV operate more efficiently.

The ROV project showcases the Zoo as both a successful 

conservation entity, as well as a progressive leader in education, 

teaching students practical application of STEM-based problem-

solving and collaboration with actual experts in the field.

This project was funded by Denver Zoo’s Advisory Committee for 

Conservation & Research, which utilizes resources from the Zoo’s 

Conservation Carousel and the Round-Up bookmark program. The Zoo's Scholarship Fund provides nearly $250,000 
in financial assistance, expanding access to learning 

experiences and field trips for more than 40,000 guests.

NURTURING BUDDING SCIENTISTS THROUGH  
NATURE PLAY

Denver Zoo completed its second year of an innovative 

partnership with Clayton Early Learning. The program engages 

preschool children, their teachers and caregivers in nature play 

and exploration. The program encourages children to “think and 

do like scientists” through the lens of animals and nature.

Denver Zoo staff visited each of Clayton’s seven participating 

classrooms multiple times, and welcomed the children to the 

Zoo on four other occasions. Teachers participated in two 

professional development workshops and adult caregivers 

attended four special family-themed events. At the Zoo, 

preschoolers explored natural areas—digging in leaf litter, 

stacking stones—in developmentally appropriate ways. At 

school, they met the Zoo’s animal ambassadors, and learned 

how to play in nature in even the most urban of environments. 

The Nurturing Scientists Program encourages free exploration 

and guided discovery for all ages, empowering learners to feel 

connected to nature and more confident in their own abilities  

as scientists.

EMPOWERING LEARNERS 
TO CONNECT TO NATURE
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VOLUNTEERS

In 2016, Denver Zoo benefited from the help and contributions of more than 670 adult and teen 

volunteers. Last year alone, our dedicated team donated nearly 75,000 community service hours, 

the equivalent of nearly $2 million of paid time. 

DENVER ZOO RAILROAD

The new Denver Zoo Railroad chugged into the station in 2016 to replace the historic Pioneer Train, 

which was custom-made and installed in 1966. The new train, a C.P. Huntington, features larger, 

more comfortable seats and higher coaches that provide better views of the surrounding areas 

during the ride. 

UP-CLOSE ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS

Up-Close Animal Encounters more than doubled its number of participants in 2016 to almost 1,300 

guests. The program, which celebrated its fourth year, provides one-of–a-kind experiences by 

combining exclusive animal encounters, direct keeper interactions and guided tours with species 

like elephants, rhinos and penguins.

ENGAGING 
GUESTS
We value our staff and volunteers, who are essential to our success. 
We empower them to provide lasting memories for our guests.
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PUEBLO OF POJOAQUE

Since 2013, Denver Zoo and the US Fish and Wildlife Service 

have co-managed the Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) 

and Conservation Area in northern New Mexico. Rio Mora NWR 

consists of more than 4,224 acres of protected land including 

critical grassland, riparian and forest habitats. Over the last 

four years, Denver Zoo and its partners have established strong 

research, restoration, education and outreach programs focused 

on wildlife habitat conservation. The Pueblo of Pojoaque 

manages the refuge bison herd, representing more than 50 

animals. The Pojoaque are also involved in the Zoo’s education 

and outreach efforts, encouraging residents and community 

members to participate in informational opportunities hosted by 

Zoo staff. These programs reach more than 250 individuals  

each year.

NORTHEAST DENVER LEADERSHIP WEEK

Founded by Councilman Chris Herndon, Northeast Denver 

Leadership Week offers high school students from diverse 

backgrounds the opportunity to connect with civic and industry 

leaders throughout Denver. 

The program consists of a week-long series of site visits across 

Denver and is free for all participants. In June of 2016, Denver 

Zoo hosted approximately 100 students from Councilman 

Herndon’s district for the kick-off of the week-long event. 

The day’s event consisted of a career assembly, animal 

demonstrations and an open house where students were 

provided the opportunity to talk one-on-one with staff members 

serving in different roles at the Zoo. 

SHARED IMPACT
We strive to make local and global impacts, helping to secure a better world for animals 
through innovate partnerships and capacity-building programs.

LAKE TITICACA FROG

Denver Zoo is the first North 

American AZA-accredited  

zoo to bring a small population of 

Lake Titicaca Frogs to its campus. 

The frogs serve as ambassadors 

for their wild counterparts and 

educate visitors about the work 

the Zoo is doing abroad. Since 

2007, Denver Zoo has been 

involved in the conservation 

of Lake Titicaca frogs and is 

committed to helping preserve 

this species. According to 

the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature, they 

are critically endangered. Lake 

Titicaca frogs are harvested and 

sold in marketplaces in the form 

of a smoothie, which is falsely 

believed to cure various ailments.

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL FACILITIES DISTRICT 

Once again residents of our seven-county region showed a strong 

commitment to support SCFD, which was initially authorized 

in 1988. For the fourth time in its nearly 30 year history, voters 

registered their overwhelming support for the district which 

provides funding to more than 300 scientific and cultural 

organizations in Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, 

Douglas and Jefferson counties. Funds from SCFD are reinvested 

back into the community in the form of art and science education, 

free access, employment opportunities and enriching access 

to art, music, theatre, dance, zoology, botany, natural history 

and cultural history. The organizations funded by the district 

contribute more than $1.8 billion to the regional economy and 

employ more than 10,000 people. About 14 million people, 

including 4 million children, attend SCFD funded programs each 

year.  Again, many thanks to the voters, SCFD Board leadership, 

and fellow SCFD organizations for securing art, science and 

culture funding through 2030!

SCFD
SCFD renewal measure  
4B Approved!!!

PAW IT
FORWARD
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47% Animal Care & Research

10% Zoo Improvements

9% Guest Services 

8% Education

6% Fundraising and  
Membership Development

6% Administrative Support

6% Horticulture

5% Events & Marketing

2% Certificates of Participation

1% Member Services  
and Promotions

24% Admissions

21% SCFD

14% Memberships

10% Events

9% Concessions

5% Donations

5% City of Denver

4% Education

4% In-kind and Other

2% Attractions

2% Bond Funding

SUPPORT AND REVENUE 

$41,488,607

OPERATING EXPENSES

$41,396,641

2016 YEAR-END STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIESFINANCIALS
Sound stewardship ensures resources to provide world-class 
animal care, enhanced experiences and conservation efforts.
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Katherine Magner, Secretary 

TRUSTEES
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Robert Bach

Veronica Barela

Maria Garcia Berry

Shannon Block

Kelly Brough  

Rob Cohen

Meredith Coors

Marcela de la Mar

Panayes John Dikeou 

Ivette Dominguez

Kelly Eisinger 

Kevin Fitzgerald, Ph.D., D.V.M. 

Paul K. Freeman 

Andi Freyer 

Laurie Lind Galbreath

Constance F. Graham

Allegra “Happy” Haynes

Debbie Jessup 

Rob Kaufmann 

Lynn Luce Kitt 

Mike Long 

Rebecca Wilson Macsovits 

Richard L. Monfort

Kathleen M. Ogsbury 

Sheri L. Pearce  

Dr. Charles H. Scoggin 

Beth Soberg 

Doug Tisdale

Kristin Uebelhoer

Sid Wilson

HONORARY LIFE TRUSTEES
Bruce D. Benson

Ruth Keesling

William H. Kistler

John C. North III

Marynelle C. Philpott

Edward A. Robinson

Dr. Robert B. Sawyer

Charles L. Warren

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Bei-Lee Gold 

Patrick E. Green 

Nancy Simonds McGrath 

DENVER CITY COUNCIL 
Kendra Black

Albus Brooks

Jolon Clark

Rafael Espinoza

Kevin Flynn

Stacie Gilmore

Christopher Herndon

Paul Kashmann

Robin Kniech

Paul D. López

Wayne New

Deborah “Debbie” Ortega

Mary Beth Susman

COLORADO  
ZOOLOGICAL TRUST
Roger H. Bohart, President

Stephanie Bruno

Bei-Lee Gold

Bruce Hoyt

Warren Olsen

Jerome C. Philpott

Meyer M. Saltzman

Ben Valore-Caplan

EXECUTIVE STAFF
Shannon Block, President/CEO

Brian Aucone, Senior Vice President  
for Animal Care & Conservation

Hollie Colahan, Vice President 
 for Animal Care

Amber Christopher, Senior Vice 
President for Guest Experience

Tiffany Grunert, Vice President 
 for External Relations 

Lance D. King,  
Chief Development Officer

Dr. R. Scott Larsen, Vice President  
for Veterinary Medicine 

Dr. Graeme Patterson, Vice President 
for Conservation and Research

George W. Pond, Senior Vice President 
for Planning and Capital Projects

Stephanie Stowell, Vice President  
for Learning Experiences

Jacqueline M. Taylor, Vice President  
for Human Resources  
and Staff Development

Tamra Ward, Chief External  
Relations Officer 

Charlie Wright, Chief Financial Officer

Pat Moredock, Executive Assistant to 
President/CEO

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ZOO DONORS MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE

DO AT THE ZOO

Denver Zoo celebrated another successful Do at the Zoo, presented 

by Anadarko, along with 41 other corporate and individual sponsors. 

Kent Thiry and Javier Rodriguez, executives at DaVita, Inc., co-chaired 

the event, along with their spouses Denise O’Leary and Jodi Rodriguez.  

More than 2,500 business, community leaders and Zoo supporters 

enjoyed an evening of “grazing alongside the animals,” sampling 

food and beverages from among sixty of the city’s top restaurants, 

distilleries, breweries and wineries while enjoying live music and 

entertainment. Proceeds from the annual event support what we 

“do” at the Zoo, including critical support for programs in world-class 

animal care, global conservation and education.
CRYSTAL LION AWARD

In July, longtime supporters Lee and Dolores Schlessman and the Schlessman Family Foundation 

were presented with the Zoo’s highest honor, the Crystal Lion Award. The award recognizes those 

who have shown outstanding commitment, generosity and leadership to the Zoo, as well as a 

commitment to fulfilling the Zoo's mission: to secure a better world for animals through human 

understanding. The award paid tribute to the Schlessman’s unwavering and longstanding support 

of Denver Zoo for more than 50 years, spanning four generations. The Schlessman family and their 

foundation have supported many areas across the Zoo including: Tropical Discovery, Toyota Elephant 

Passage, Primate Panorama, Gates Education Center, Predator Ridge and the Zoo’s entry plaza.

Front row left to right | Bei-Lee Gold, Meredith Coors, Louis Clinton, Shannon Block, Sherri Koelbel, Patrick Green, Happy 
Haynes Middle row left to right | Sheri Pearce, Marynelle Philpott, Rebecca Macsovits, Laurie Galbreath, Lynn Luce Kitt, 
Katherine Magner, Constance Graham, Rob Kaufmann, Lynn Logman, Kelly Eisinger Back row left to right | Roger Bohart, Paul 
Freeman, Sid Wilson, Charles Scoggin, Doug Tisdale, Kevin Fitzgerald, Kelly Brough, Marcela de la Mar

In 2016, more than 2,700 donors 
made nearly 4,000 gifts to 
Denver Zoological Foundation to 
advance the Zoo’s mission.
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$100,000 OR MORE
The Citizens of the Scientific and 
Cultural Facilities District

David Corkins and Karen Reidy

Gates Family Foundation

Rocky Mountain Ace Stores - RMAS

Terry and Linda Stevinson

Hometown Toyota Stores

 AutoNation Toyota Arapahoe

 Groove Toyota

 Larry H. Miller Boulder Toyota

 Mountain States Toyota

 Stevinson Toyota East

 Stevinson Toyota West

$50,000 - $99,999
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation

CH2M

Children's Hospital Colorado

Earthwatch Institute

Goddard Systems, Inc.

Kibongi Market Conservation Sales

Charles Monfort

Swire Coca-Cola, USA

$25,000 - $49,999
The Anschutz Foundation

Arrow Electronics, Inc.

Bank of America

Bardsley Foundation

Cigna

Community First Foundation

DaVita HealthCare Partners Inc.

Delta Dental of Colorado

Jean Hash Estate

K-M Concessions, Inc.

Lynn H. Brevard Charitable Gift Fund

Candace J. Taylor Estate

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (3)

Mary J. Armstrong

AZA Nature Play Begins At Your Zoo

Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

Sandra Campbell

CoBiz Financial

Denver Water

Panayes and Riisa Dikeou

Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund

EKS&H

Pat Giarritano and Janina Kozacka

Harmes C. Fishback Foundation

Harry L. Willett Foundation

Haselden Construction

Bob and Joanie Herndon

Gene Koelbel*

Ruth Krebs and Peter Mannetti

Katharine and James* Kurtz

Jeanne Land Foundation

Margot Marsh Biodiversity Foundation

Margaret B. Mason Estate

The McGraw-Hill Companies

Mike's Camera

Mohamed bin Zayed Species  
Conservation Fund

Noah's Ark

Dr. and Mrs. James S. Ogsbury III

PB & K Family Foundation

Peter and Meredith Coors Family  
Charitable Foundation

Richard and Diana Vigil  
Charitable Trust

Betty Robertson

Susan and Eddie Robinson

Walter S. Rosenberry, III  
Charitable Trust

Starz Entertainment

Swingle Lawn, Tree & Landscape Care

Taco Bell Foundation for Teens

Townsend Retirement Specialists

Trust For Mutual Understanding

U.S. Bank

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

United Way of Palm Beach County

Wagner Equipment Co.

Wells Fargo Foundation

The WhiteWave Foods Company

Xcel Energy Foundation

Robert Zupkus and Janet Burda

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (4)

Alpine Bank

Alpine Buick GMC

Drs. Michael and Carol Altman

Alvardo Holdings, Inc.

Lyne and Michael Andrich

Marcy and Bruce Benson

BKD CPAs & Advisors

Butler Rents

The Chill Foundation

City and County of Denver

CLR Design, Inc.

Cold Creek Solutions

The Colorado Rockies Baseball Club

Colorado State University- 
One Health Initiative

Jeff and Carol Dawson

Denver Divers

Denver Zoo Volunteers

Martha S. and  
Cortland S. Dietler Estate

B. Grady and Lori Durham

John and Kelly Eisinger

Peggy Crane Epand

ExxonMobil Foundation

Elizabeth J. Feitner

First Western Trust

Paul and Connie Freeman

Andi and John Freyer

Patrick Green and Mashenka 

Lundberg

Darlene Holben

Ikea

IMA Foundation

IMA, Inc.

JPMorgan Chase

K & C Management, LLC

Kemmons Wilson Family Foundation

KeyBank

Mr. and Mrs. Buz Koelbel

Zeze Kreidle

Land Title Guarantee Company

DeVee and Clifford Lushbough

Jim Michael and Lisa Lutz

M.D.C. Holdings, Inc.

Macy's

Mark West Energy Partners, L.P.

Jeanne and Martin McCune

Micro Motion,  
Emerson Process Management

Debra Perry and Jeff Baldwin

Pioneer Natural Resources

Rocky Mountain Human Services

RubinBrown LLP

Adam and Katie Ruze Walter

Judy and Rick Schiff

Scientific and Cultural Collaborative

Singer Family Foundation, Inc.

Sprint Press

Tracy Tempest

Joey Terriquez

Thomas Family Foundation

WJD Foundation

Zahn/Vance Thorpe Fund  
at Rose Community Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous (4)

Barefoot Wine and Bubbly

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

Hermine and George Blau

Diane Brookshire

Mary and Fred Brown

DONORS
Denver Zoological Foundation is grateful for our many donors who generously made philanthropic 

gifts to help Denver Zoo continue to protect, preserve and enrich the lives of the animals who 

live here at the Zoo in Colorado and around the world. We thank you for helping make us a vital 

community asset. All donors listed here made cash contributions totaling $1,000 or more in 2016.

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP

Randy G. Buffum

Cletus and Kay Byrne

Carson Foundation

Christian Living Communities

Robert and Kathleen Clark

Colorado Garden Show

Dawn Food Products

Kathryn and David Dean

Patricia Delano and Jeremy Worcester

Julia Embry-Schubert  
and Jake Schubert

Leslie Ewy

Joan K. Fleming

Marie and Buck Frederickson

Frontier Airlines, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Gart

Give with Liberty

Rebecca A. Grace

Great Divide Brewing Company

Hasan Family Foundation

Havercroft Family Foundation

Ronald C. Hill

Thane Hodson and  
Susan McLoon Hodson

Barbara D. Hoffman

The Mabel Y. Hughes Charitable Trust

Veronika and Clayton Kagarise

William Kuhn

Martin and Barbara Lewis

Connie J. Manzer

Sondra and Mitch May

Rosemary J. McManis

Anonymous

Mile High United Way

Carrie Morris

Lori A. Nicolas

Jamie L. Olberding

Marilyn and Bill Plummer

Craig Ponzio

Kathleen and Jim Potter

Charlene Raynes

Richard & Mary Pat McCormick  

Charitable Trust

Carol and Andrew Rollin

Keyo Ross

Jackie and Jack Rotole

RPM Valet

Betsy Schutte

Judith Stringer

Kathy M. Tirone

June Travis

DonnaDale and Mark Turner

William and Joanne Waite

C. Travis Webb

Rachel Williams and Mike Weissmann

Wine and Spirits  
Wholesalers of CO Inc.

Xcel Energy

Zell Charitable Fund

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous (9)

Marie A. Accorso

The Alex Donor Account  
of Vanguard Charitable

Barbara Allen and Marc Frank

Ambient Energy

William H. Anderson Foundation, Inc.

ARC Thrift Stores

Beth Archibald

Mrs. Sally Schmidt Ashby

Annemarie and Robert Bach

Barish Family Foundation

Katherine and Ray Barnes

Romayne Barto and Carl Booker

Susan and John Bartocci

Katie and Richard Bellon

Sarah and Robert Benson

Theresa Berger

Mary and Steven Bernard

Erin and Michael Bielkiewicz

Shelly and Peter Biggs

Shannon Block

Sam S. Bloom Foundation

Mr. Josh Blue

Laura and Roger Bohart

Pat and Annabel Bowlen

Ms. Anne E. Brack

Judith Braginetz and Peter Gerlich

Julie and Russell Branting

Jeff and Cheryl Brasen

Toni Brock

Caitlin Broe

Ms. Kelly Brough

Eugene and Donna Burnell

Burrell Family Foundation

James and Sharon Butler

Bryan D. Byers

The Charles. G. and Kathleen G. 
Cannon Family Fund

Katy and Jim Carpenter

Kelly Casto

Mrs. William Chenoweth

Chiller Systems Service, Inc.

Adam and Amber Christopher

Lynn and Suzanne Claar

Charleen Clinton

Louis L. Clinton III

Doris Clinton-Gobec Fund  
of The Cleveland Foundation

Rob and Molly Cohen

Continuous Pathways Foundation,  
Pueblo of Pojoaque

Nancy and William Cook

Carol and Ray Cooley

Steve and Patricia Corder

John A. Cross, Jr.

D.E. Chase Group, Inc.

Angie D'Albora Fund

Annette and Dan Davis

Kent and Barbara* Davis

Mrs. and Mr. Marcela de la Mar

Developmental Disabilities  
Resource Center

Elizabeth and Howard Diamond

Linda and Larry Doerksen

Tandi and Jim Donaldson

Jon and Stacey Donaldson

James Dorrough and Sheila Goodman

Mrs. Barbara Duran and  
Mr. Richard Duran

Ron and Amy Ehm

David Ehrman

Dr. Jimmie L. and Margaret Eller

Margaret Emmerich

Gloria Enger and Jennifer Gilbert

James and Marjorie Espy

Judy Esterbrook

Gail Fawcett and William Yeates

Linda and Harry Fegley

Catherine Fennelly and Lael Moe

Lindsey Fenner and Brian Phillips

Leslie and John Ferguson III

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

FirstBank Holding Company

Wendy and Lawrence Fiske

Flesh Family Trust

Mark and Nancy Foster

Nancy and David Fowler

Nathalie and Jack Fox

Karen and Charles Frame

Sue Francis

Roland and Julie Frank

Frederick G. Fish Foundation

Fuller Family Fund  
of The Denver Foundation

Amy and Jonathan Fung

Aaron J. Garcia 2014 Trust

Maria Garcia Berry and Charles Berry

Deborah Garvey

Vitus and Trude Germann

Bonnie Gibbs and Catherine Gibbs

George and Cornelia Gibson

Holly and Gary Gibson

Thomas and Shirley Gibson

Priscilla E. Gifford

Jen Gilbert-Kaufmann and  
Rob Kaufmann

Patricia Gillette

Lauren Dutterer and Jason Gisi

Susan and Michael Goodman

Connie and Andy Graham

Cecily Grant and Kurt Smitz

Great-West Financial

William T. Gregory III

Kim Hanraty and Greg Wright

Sara and Craig Schuettpelz

Cynthia and John Harmon

Kitty and John Hasche

Jack and Shirley Haselbush

Brinda and Bill Henley

Deb Hermanson

Cynthia G. Herndon, M.D.

Ann Hinkins and Dave Steiner

Nick Hodgdon

Cici and Bill Holbrook

Dr. and Mrs. Richard E. Holman

Dominic and Lauren Holmes

George and Ruth Hopfenbeck

Meghan and James Iacino

Laurie and Dave Ingram

Joy and Michael Jefferson

Nicole and Ellick Johnson

Mary Jo Johnson

Correy and Christy Jones

Brett Keiling

Barbara J. Kelley

Kinder Morgan Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Kistler Fund

Koelbel Family Foundation

Darren Kurpecky and Kirsten Stewart

Sarah and Michael Larkin

Kathryn and Bryan Lees

Helen Leith

Meng Lai Lim and Jennie Faulding

Chester Luby

Christine Lynch and Paul Hassett

Leslie and Bill MacFarlane

Katherine and Joseph Magner

Fred and Donnie Marie Maier

Marcia J. Malone and Jose F. Velazquez

Leslie and Dr. George Mamalis

Kelly and Michael Matthews

Daniel and Anastacia May

Carol McCasland

The Rod N. McDonald  
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Family Foundation

Todd and Kristina McNamara

Tammie Medina

Theresa Mehringer and Paul Cadorette

Rachel and Zach Meints

Pepe and Linda Mendez

Anna E. Mortensen

Dale Moss and Kristine Papa

Jeffrey and Sharon Moulton

MRB Foundation

Cheryl and John Muhr

Karen and Robert Mulberry

Gurnee Munn III

Bruce and Barbara Murphy

Eyal Namordi

Jane and Clark Nelson

Network For Good

Rick Newman

The Randy and Holly Nichols 
Charitable Fund

Shirley and Will* Nicholson

C. Neil & Carolyn S.  
Norgren Foundation

Loretta & Leigh Norgren Foundation

Leslie O'Connor and Curry Coffey

Denny and Denise O'Malley

Anita and Bill Ondr

Judy and Rolland Orrock

Gregory Parmley

Fred & Karen Pasternack  
Foundation Fund

Lisa and Vik Patel

Mary Lou Paulsen and Randy Barnhart

Sheri and Robert Pearce

Madison Petersen

Cam and Ann Philpott

Ozzie and Nellie Philpott

Joanna and Lewis Picher

Jill and George Pond

Katherine and Joe Porter

Pat and David Pringle

Ellen Saltz Rabinowitz

Maryann Ray

Robert and Billye Regan

Beverly Rennie

Steve and Paula Reynolds

David & Marcie Rhodes & Family

J. Clement Rinehart

Robinson Waters and O'Dorisio, P.C.

Rocky Mountain AAZK

Mary Noteman Rosenberger

The Dr. Robert Andrew  
Rutherford Trust

Tim and Kathryn Ryan

Salesforce.com Foundation

Howard Saltz and Sari Padorr

Geri and Meyer M. Saltzman

Sampson Family Foundation

Brittany Scheble

Schlessman Family Fund of  
The Denver Foundation

James E. and Althea D. Schroeder

Charles and Karen Scoggin

Martin and Jo Ann Semple

Sharon Scott and Joe Wetzel Donor 
Advised Fund at Schwab Charitable

Joy and Derek Sherlock

Matthew Sherman

Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Nancy Simonds McGrath

Kathie and Dennis Simpson

Thomas Siratovich

Mary and George Sissel

Yvonne and Andrew Slifka

Sandra Berry and Rebecca Sloan

Jennifer and Karl Smith

Clark and Bonita Sonderby

Gregg and Ella Sonnen

Kim Sonnen and Tom Sisung

Jill and John Spiegleman

Steve and Janis Straley

The Strear Family Foundation

Ludvik and Katherine Svoboda

Thomas and Beatrice Taplin Fund of 
The Denver Foundation

Jacque and Glenn Taylor

Jennifer Taylor-Cousar and  
Christopher Cousar

David and Patricia Theil

Mr. Douglas M. Tisdale

Sheila Trader

Cathy Trentalancia

Truist

Suzanne Trzos and Sandra Trzos

Joan and Charles Tutor

Kristen and Manfred Uebelhoer

UnitedHealthcare

Brian and Jennifer Untermeyer

Lesha and Tim Van Binsbergen

Theresa and Todd VanderHeiden

Joe Varisco

Marilyn and Dick Veazey

Ed and Patty Wahtera

Marv Walker

Marshall F. and Diane G. Wallach

Sandra and Jack P. Walmsley

Cindy and David Warrick

Beth Weisberg

Linda Weiss

Christine Wiley

John Wilson and Dawn Jacoby

C. Cameron Wolfe

Richard Wright* and  
Anna Brandenburg-Schroeder

Joseph and Rebekah Zaborek

Linda and Robert Zaparanick

Karen M. Zarlengo

Mrs. Jacques W. Zoller

MAJOR IN-KIND DONORS
ASSA ABLOY

Coca-Cola Beverage Services

Concrete Coring Company

Entercom Denver

ESRI

Katharine and James* Kurtz

Republic National  
Distributing Company

Robinson Waters and O'Dorisio, P.C.

Steve and Calae Runge

Seattle Fish Company

Wagner Equipment Co.

Denver Zoological Foundation gratefully recognizes those individuals who have made a 

commitment to Denver Zoo through their will, trust, life insurance policy, retirement plan or 

charitable gift annuity. Their gifts will ensure that Denver Zoo will secure a better world for animals 

for generations to come.
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Marjorie D. Anderson

Mary J. Armstrong

Mrs. Sally Schmidt Ashby
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Judith Barker

E. Frances Barnett
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Kimberley A. Barton

Ann Bengtson

Marcy and Bruce Benson

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Binns Jr.

Patricia M. Bird

Debra L. Blight, D.V.M.  
and Ted C. Blight

Shannon Block

Karen L. Boesel

Ron Bollig

Joe Bourse

Joanne Bowman

Elaine M. Boyle

Dylan and Gavin Brackle

Lynn Brevard

Sondra G. Broers

Marcia and Robert Brown

Mary and Fred Brown

Karen and Craig Bruns

Bob Burrell

Ms. Amy Carder

Ms. Laura G. Caron

Carter Family and Pets

David and Paula Chase

Jane Chase

Mrs. William Chenoweth

Adam and Amber Christopher

Lynn and Suzanne Claar

Fred* and Karen  
Pasternack Foundation

Ms. Tracy Cooley and Mr. Greg Luby

John and Sharon Coons

Maggie and Jim Cox

Leslie N. Crispelle, Jr.

Myrna K. Criswell

Fred P. Cronstedt

Margaret Croxford and Cory Croxford

Chester A. Dalton

Alexandra and Rudy Davison III

Kathryn and David Dean

Donna J. Devine

Ms. Felicia Diamond and  
Dr. Gene S. Bloom

Anne B. Diggs

Vikki Lindenmuth-Disney
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Bethylin Driscoll

Donna Mei Lin Driscoll

Kathy Duffy

Christofer F. Ebeler

Erin and Greg Eiselein

Roberta J. and William R. Fawcett

Linda and Harry Fegley

Catherine Fennelly and Lael Moe

Antonia and Byron Ferguson

Cindy and Scott Fisher

Flesh Family Trust

Jay and Linda Fortune

Deborah Garvey

Christine L. Gasser

Sidney and Caleb Gates

Ruth and James Gaulke
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Kay Gemmill
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Janet Grant
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Donna E. Hamilton
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Kathleen and Walter Hoessle
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Diane Brookshire
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Susie Betts Hotz
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Gloria E. Johnston
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D. Lance King
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Katharine Kurtz
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Neil A. Mackie

Ellen Tasset-Maistryk and  
Wally Maistryk

Leslie and Dr. George Mamalis

Michael P. Marotta
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Elisabeth J. Maus
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Lynda Rae Nelson
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Bonnie Noble
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Marilyn Oliver
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Scott Vickrey and Michael Baughman
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In memory of Joe and Louise Zaro,  
Ms. Gina Zaro and Mr. Guy Ohl

Jan Zinkl

Kathleen M. Zipp
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